
Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

McSmith, Justin@Waterboards [Justin.McSmith@Waterboards.ca.gov] 
8/2/2018 10:26:19 PM 
Polek, Jim [Polek.Jim@epa.gov] 
RE: EPA IU Inspections in Northern CA 

Sounds good. Please let me know if you need anything else. Thanks. 

Justin 

From: Polek, Jim [mailto:Polek.Jim@epa.gov] 

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2018 3:26 PM 

To: McSmith, Justin@Waterboards <Justin.McSmith@Waterboards.ca.gov>; Goodwin, Cathleen@Waterboards 

<Cathleen.Goodwin@waterboards.ca.gov> 

Cc: Amelia Whitson <Whitson.Amelia@epa.gov>; Sirese Jacobson <sirese.jacobson@pgenv.com>; Chuck Durham 

<Chuck.Durham@pgenv.com> 

Subject: RE: EPA IU Inspections in Northern CA 

No yet \Vas planning to do it today, but it may be tornorrmv latest 

From: McSmith, Justin@Waterboards [rr1ailto:Justin.McSmith@Waterboards.ca.gqyJ 

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2018 3:22 PM 

To: Polek, Jim <Polelclirn@epa.gov>; Goodwin, Cathleen@Waterboards <Cathleen.Goodwin@waterboards.ca.gov> 

Cc: Whitson, Amelia <Whitson.Arnelia@.?.PA,gqy>; Sirese Jacobson <sirese.iacobson@.pgenv.com>; Chuck Durham 

<Chuck. Durharn@pgenv.corn> 

Subject: RE: EPA IU Inspections in Northern CA 

Thank you, Jim. I appreciate you keeping it to one day. Have you contacted the City yet by chance? 

From: Polek, Jim [rnailto:Polelclirn@epa.gov] 

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2018 3:21 PM 

To: McSmith, Justin@Waterboards <Justin.McSmith@Waterboards,ea.gov>; Goodwin, Cathleen@Waterboards 

<Cathleen.Goodwin@waterboards.ca.gov> 

Cc: Amelia Whitson <Whitson.Amelia@.?.PA,Ef!.Y..>; Sirese Jacobson <sirese.iacnbson@_pyenv.corn>; Chuck Durham 

<Chuck. Durharn@pgenv.corn> 

Subject: RE: EPA IU Inspections in Northern CA 

Thanks for the information Justin. I am so glad that you can make the Arcata inspections. We vvill plan to do 
Arcata on the l4th and \viJI keep it to one day because we have Eureka the next day. 

From: McSmith, Justin@Waterboards [mailto:Justin.McSrnith@\/\Jaterboards.ca.gov] 

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2018 2:46 PM 

To: Goodwin, Cathleen@Waterboards <Cathleen.Goodwin@waterboards.ca.goy>; Polek, Jim <Polek.Jim@.~P~ .... ggy> 

Cc: Whitson, Amelia <Whitson.Arnelia@epa.gov>; Sirese Jacobson <sirese.iacobson@pgenv.corn>; Chuck Durham 

<C:huck.Durham@Jpgenv.com> 

Subject: RE: EPA IU Inspections in Northern CA 

I forgot to mention that I will be available for Arcata Pretreatment inspection on the 14 or 15 of this month. It would be 

nice if we could keep the Arcata inspections to one day but I am open to being there for both days. Thanks again. 
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Justin 

From: McSmith, Justin@Waterboards 
Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2018 2:44 PM 

To: Goodwin, Cathleen@Waterboards<Cathleen,Goodwin("i.lwaterboards.ca.gov>; Polek, Jim <PolekJim(@epa,gov> 

Cc: Amelia Whitson <Whitson.Amelia@.gp_9_,_ggy>; Sirese Jacobson <sirese.iacobson(0.pgenv.corn>; Chuck Durham 
<Chuck,Durham(pJpgenv.com> 

Subject: RE: EPA IU Inspections in Northern CA 

Good afternoon Jim, 

Thank you for letting us know about the inspections. 

For Arcata, it is my understanding that they do have an official pretreatment program with SUO and established local 

limits. They will be updating their NPDES Permit in early 2019 and the Draft Permit I have attached their 2017 annual 

pretreatment report. They report two Cl Us (Cyprus Grove Chevre 405.66 and Pacific Powder Coating 433.17). They also 

have a local CSD and University discharging to the system. Which industries were you looking at for Arcata. Rachel 
Hernandez is the environmental compliance officer that will be your best contact, rhernandez(@cityofarcata.nrg. 

https:j/www.dtynfarcata.or~/333/PretreatmentFOG This link will take you to the City's webpage for their pretreatment 

program. I am sure the City would like to hear your opinion on any cannabis related pretreatment that may be in 

development or being discussed. Thanks. 

Justin McSmith 
Water Resource Control Engineer 

NPDES Wastewater and Storm Water Unit 

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
5550 Skylane Blvd., Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
SR Office: (707)-576-2082 
Home Office: (530)-809-4780 
Justin.McSmith@waterboards.ca.gov 

From: Goodwin, Cathleen@Waterboards 

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2018 2:16 PM 

To: Polek, Jim <Polek.Jim@g_p_§!_,ggy>; McSmith, Justin@Waterboards <.lustin.l\4cSmith@Waterbnards.ca.ggy> 

Cc: Amelia Whitson <Whitson.Amelia(wepa.gov>; Sirese Jacobson <sirese.iacobson(@pgenv.corn>; Chuck Durham 
<Chuck, Durham (al pgenv,com> 

Subject: RE: EPA IU Inspections in Northern CA 

Hi Jim: 

Good to hear from you. 

For Ukiah, you can contact Sean White at swhite@citvofukiah.com. His desk number is 707-467-5712. I was in email 

communication with Sean today, so I know he is around. FYI, this has been a really bad year for devastating fires in 

northern California. There are two large fires burning in Mendocino County. As of yesterday, the City of Ukiah and 
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treatment plant were not affected by the fires. They seem to be moving easterly into lake County. Your inspection is 

two weeks away, so hopefully the fires will be controlled or out, but it's so hard to predict due to the hot and dry 

conditions. 

My schedule is clear August 15 and 16. I have an important meeting the afternoon of August 14. If you did the Eureka 

follow-up late morning or afternoon on August 15, I could participate. I will definitely plan on participating in the Ukiah 
inspection. At Eureka, are you strictly following up at Pacific Seafood, or will you be doing anything else? 

I will try to review the Eureka PCA Draft Summary Report before your visit. Do you propose finalizing the report 

separately from the report you prepare after your follow-up visit, or would you want to produce a combined report? 

Cathy 

From: Polek, Jim [mailto:Polek.Jim@ep;:Lgov] 

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2018 2:01 PM 

To: Goodwin, Cathleen@Waterboards <Cathleen.Goodwin@waterboards,ccLgov>; McSmith, Justin@Waterboards 

<Justin.l\4cSmith@Waterboards.ca.gov> 

Cc: Amelia Whitson <Whitson.A111elia(wepa.gov>; Sirese Jacobson <sirese.iacobson(@pgenv.corn>; Chuck Durham 

<Chuck, Durham (al pgenv,com> 

Subject: EPA IU Inspections in Northern CA 

l-ri Cathy and Justin, 

I wanted to confirrn \vith you guys that EPA is planning to conduct industrial user inspections in Eureka, 
Arcata, and Ukiah the week of August 13111, as rnentioned in the email chain below. I am son-y for not contacting 
you earlier but l was on vacation and this inspection trip came up quickly. We are trying to use contractor 
money before the end of our fiscal year. 

The inspections \Vil! be conducted by a PG Environmental inspector and me. It vvould be great if either of you 
could participate in some or all of the inspection, and 1 totally understand if it doesn't work \vith your schedules. 

The main reason for conducting inspections in northern CA is to follow-up on the January 2018 findings at 
Pacific Choice Seafood (Cathy, I apologize that is has taken me six months to get out to this facility). \Ve will 
be Eureka/Arcata Tuesday (8/14/18) and Wednesday (8/t5/18), and Ukiah on Thursday (8/16/18). We are 
planning to conduct two inspections per day. 1 \Vil! forward a list of targets once we finalize it. 

I did have two questions for you guys: 
1) I \Vas talking with Amelia Whiston about Arcata 's Pretreatment Program. Can you confirm \vhether or 

not Arcata has an approved pretreatment program? The lack of an approved program would affect the 
targeting choices. 

2) Do you have a contact at Ukiah? 1 have contacts at Eureka and Arcata and l plan to call them today to let 
thern know about our inspection trip and invite their inspectors to participate. 

Let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Thanks. 

Jim 

James Polek 
Environmental Engineer 
Wastewater Enforcement Section (ENF-3-1) 
US Environmental Protection Agency Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
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(415) 972-3185 
0olck.linvD;cpa.goy 

From: Whitson, Amelia 

Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 5:38 PM 
To: Kettie Rupnik <Kettie,Rupnik@pgenv.com>; Polek, Jim <Polek.Jim(@epa,gov> 

Cc: Chuck Durham <Chuck,Durham@pgenv"com>; Yatasha Moore <YatashaJv1oore@pgenv.com>; Goodwin, 

Cathleen@Waterboards <Cathleen,Goodwin@waterboards.ca.rgy>; McSmith, Justin@Waterboards 
<Justin.~v1cSmith@Waterboards.ca,gov> 

Subject: RE: IU Targeting Questions 

Hi Kettie, 

Sure thing - attached is an SIU inventory that was completed by PG Environmental in 2010. Nor-Cal Products (now 

located in Yreka) has been submitting compliance reports to the Regional Board since then, and copies EPA (latest report 

also attached). You're correct that Ukiah and Fort Bragg don't have formal pretreatment programs. 

I don't have any other information beyond this regarding IU targeting, but I hope this is a good starting place. I'm cc-ing 

Cathy and Justin at the Regional Board to loop them in, and in case they have any other input. 

Many thanks, 

Amelia Whitson 

Pretreatment Coordinator 
NPDES Permits Office (WTR-2-3) 

US EPA, Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 972-3216 

From: Kettie Rupnik [rnailto:Kettie.Rupnik(alpgenv.com] 

Sent: Friday, July 6, 2018 10:38 AM 
To: Whitson, Amelia <Whitson,Amelia(pJepa,gnv>; Polek, Jim <?oleUim@Depa.gov> 

Cc: Chuck Durham <Chuck.Durharn@)pgenv.corn>; Yatasha Moore <Yatasha,Moore(·ilpgenv.com> 

Subject: IU Targeting Questions 

Amelia, 

I hope all is well. We had a conversation with Jim this morning about targeting I Us for the inspections we'll be 

conducting in the Northern California area during the week of August 13th
. I was wondering if you had any specific 

information regarding nondomestic dischargers/lUs/etc. for Ukiah and Fort Bragg? 

As I understand it, Ukiah and Fort Bragg don't have formal programs, correct? We'll also be looking at Arcata and 

Eureka, so if you have any specific concerns about those areas or have any additional information about IU targeting, 

that would also be greatly appreciated! 

Thanks, 

Kettie 

Kettie Holland Rupnik 
PG Environmental 
1113 Washington Ave, Suite 200 
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Golden, CO 80401 
720-789-8035 ( direct) 
303-279-1778, ext 1051 (office) 
303-279-1793 (fax) 

kettle,rupnlk@pgenv,com 
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